Duncan home, Tahoraiti, Dannevirke
Richard Marsh: I'll go back till I was round about ten.
Matthew Cowley came here to live. He brought a little boy. I
do believe he adopted a little boy that was brought from up
Nuhaka way somewhere. Tony was his name. The first thing
he told Tony was, don't you mix with that man he was bad
company. That was me, but anyway. That was one of my first
introductions with Matthew Cowley.
To bring us further up to date he would, during the
war, when all the missionaries were called back home, he
organized the missionary program from here throughout New
Zealand. But before that even, when the missionaries were still
here I used to wake up about six o'clock in the morning to
polish 15 pairs of shoes, every morning. He would invite all the
missionaries that would ride their bikes from Hastings. They
would even come from Porirua, which is your next destination,
Dick and Elaine Marsh at Dannevirke
on push bike, and he would meet with them for several days.
He would tell Sister Duncan, I've got some of my missionaries coming and they'll be here for three
days, so she knew what she had to do, feed them. No problem.
And of course, our bedroom, even though it was a seven bedroom home our bedroom was
out in the garage. All the family had to move out. Now, I think he had one of the first cars in the
mission as a mission president and that was a Lincoln Zephyr. That was a 12 cylinder. My job, of
course, was to wash that everyday. I never ever got to drive it though.
This home has seen a lot of the history of the Church. Well, it was here, that the Book of
Mormon, the Pearl of Great, Price, and the Doctrine and Covenants was re-translated here. Now, he
had three elderly gentlemen to help him who were very versed in both English and Maori. But as a
very young man he came with a special purpose and a special blessing. And what that was to
retranslate those books. After the first few days he had no trouble in translating the books. They
had to pray. I've got a woman out there who will go into that in more detail, but he would do so
much of the book and give it to them, and
they were amazed that he did a better job
than they would imagine that they would
do. So, during the translation, most of the
book was left up to him, and he was only a
very, very young man at that time.
When he first came I think his first
mission was in Judea, which is part of
Tauranga. That's in the Bay of Plenty. And
he lived with the Maori there and they were
very humble people there and they had no
floors like we have in our homes today.
They had a dirt floor that was kept spotless
Tamaki Chapel, Dannevirke
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though. And he slept and ate and bathed with them too, and he really got to know them.
So I understand he stayed here as a nineteen year old for two years because he was on a
mission for five in New Zealand, from 17 until he was 22 he left, when he was 22 years of age. So he
stayed here for two years in your home?
He stayed here for two and a half years, yes. I've got to call on the backup here.
This would have been his first mission you were talking about. That's right.
That's when he learned the language, his first mission here. You need to help me out here.
Arthur, can you recall at what part of which mission he was here for what length of time.
Who?
Matthew.
Oh, well he just seems to be here forever, back in those days. He just seemed to be here forever
and we were all assembled here in the dining room, sitting around his feet, and then while he spoke of
the church.
That's right. We would sit for up to two or three o'clock in the morning with him, and then he
would say, "I think it's time we went to bed". But Word of Wisdom, he ate and he ate well, so he broke
that one. He never went to bed before midnight, so he broke that one. But he broke it because he loved
the people here in New Zealand. He lived here with his wife and his daughter,]ewel, and she went to
high school here.
He was here then when he was a mission president?
This was his second time we are talking about.
That wouldn't of been when he was a mission president and then he also lived here as a
missionary elder.
Yes.
So he fought two and a half years first, as a young boy?
He was here during most of the time that America was joined into the war. What time was
that? Was that about 40 to 45, something like that. He was here during that time.
We were at war for 8 months out of the 39.
Yes, that's right. So when the missionaries were recalled back he took over. He did the whole
job. Naturally on his own but he had other great men too.
Slight things that interest me would be that Lincoln Zephyr, President Cowley brought that
over, right? That would have been for President Halvorson.
No, it came with him, it was sent for him, and wherever he went we had to - if he came here
with bald tires, then it was our job to put new tires on it for him. And as he came here empty with gas,
it was our job to fill it up, without personal script. And so it was our privilege to do those things. I
think ifyou read in "Man of Faith". Have you read those books, and "In the Pacific" by Matthew
Cowley? That he would mention that he was given clothes, he had pajamas laid out for him in his
room, which you'll visit in a few minutes. Any other thing that you would like to know?
Did he have a companion?
I don't believe so. He was one of the few. I think when he was set a part as a missionary he was
told then, as a very young man, that he was never to prepare a sermon, a talk. And as far as I can
remember from not being very old then, but hearing people say that he traveled on his own, as many of
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the missionaries did in those days. They would pick up one of the local people, and they would travel
with him.
During World War II he stayed here by himself and his wife and Jewel. They went back and
she came with him.
Yes.
I read some stuff that said she stayed with him.
We have access to computers, to get all of this information.
She'll tell you something else about his translation too of the Book of Mormon here.

Taku Panere or Elaine Marsh: Hello Brothers and Sisters. I was privileged to have a lot to
do with Sister Duncan, who raised Dick, because he was a natural grandson anyway. And she
related the story to me often times, many times, about the translating of the Book of Mormon into
the Maori language, which he did in the President's Room. We always referred to that front room as
the President's Room, which Brother Marsh will lead you to shortly. And she said they would go in
there, President Cowley, Brother Stewart Meha, who is very fluent in both languages, having been
educated at American Harvard University who's grandaughter, Rewa is in the next room. So, he is,
was very fluent in both languages. Brother Eriata Nopera and Brother Raheri Harris and Sister
Duncan, Polly, we all call her. She said they retire to the President's Room in prayer and Brother
Harris would first of all come down and said to them, "We'll have lunch about midday". She say,
"Alright. Yes, that's alright". And she'd come down about midday, and they were still in prayer, still
praying in the President's Room. So she'd go back to the kitchen. And she'd keep doing that until
one of them would come down and say, alright, we're ready for lunch now. There was much prayer
with President Cowley and our three Maori men as they were translating this book into the Maori
language, which happened in the President's Room.
We'd like to
present the Marsh family
with a token of our
appreciation for what
they've done for this group.
This is the Mormon Pacific
Historical Society, started
by this young man right
behind you, Brother Ken
Baldridge, and Brother
Lance Chase, who is
represented by Sister
Chase, is she here? Sister
Londa Chase. They started
this in 1980 to preserve the
type of history that you
have in this house and to
see firsthand the
Duncan home outside Dannevirke
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significant events that took place in New Zealand. And we appreciate you in maintaining the memory
so that we can move forward with the future of our young people in the Church. So we've like to
present this Hawaiian plaque made out of kamani wood. And what it is, it's the Lord's Prayer in
Hawaiian. "Ka Pule Akua". ls that correct?
Yes.
And this is the Lord's Prayer, printed in English first, and then Hawaiian, in appreciation of
what you've done for us over the many, many years. We'd like it to stay in the house, as you realize,
because Matthew Cowley was a man of the Pacific. All the Polynesians throughout the Pacific
appreciate what he's done. So we'd like to present this to you. We'll get a little chart name with the
Mormon Pacific Historical Society printed on it and we'll send it to you.
Thank you.
We mentioned, we have Cissy here, so while we present this lets see if we can have some of
this Hawaiian music that we can all sing, right now, before we move around the house. While we're
all here together.

51

